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SUB J : LABOR LEADER JOSE MERCADO STILL MISSING 

REF: USEC BRUSSELS 1860 

1 . THE FEBRUARY 15 DISAPPEARANCE AND PROBABLE KIDNAPPING OF JOSE 
MERCADO, PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATION OF COLOMBIAN WORKERS (CTC), 
REMAINS UNSOLVED. A TERRORIST GROUP CALLED M-19, CONNECTED WITH 
LEFTIST EXTREMIST ELEMENTS OF THE SMALL POLITICAL PARTY NATIONAL 
POPULAR ALLIANCE (ANAPO), HAS TAKEN CREDIT FOR THE KIDNAPPING. 

M-19 SENT PHOTOGRAPHS OF MERCADO, SHOWING HIM UNDER GUARD BY THE 
GROUP'S MILITANTS, TO NEWSPAPERS LAST WEEK AND MORE RECENTLY SUP- 
PLIED LETTERS SUPPOSEDLY WRITTEN BY MERCADO AND HIS NATIONAL IDEN- 
TIFICATION CARD. HOWEVER, THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT OF SECUR- 
ITY (DAS) HAS NOT YET DETERMINED THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE PHOTOS 
AND LETTERS. M-19, ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT, IS DEMANDING 10 MIL- 
LION PESOS FOR THE RELEASE OF MERCADO. 

2. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS, DAS HAS RECEIVED SCORES OF 
PHONE CALLS DIRECTING AUTHORITIES TO LOCATIONS WHERE MERCADO'S 
BODY COULD BE FOUND BUT THE CALLS HAVE BEEN HOAXES. DAS SAYS IT 
BELIEVES MERCADO IS STILL ALIVE. 
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3. THE INCIDENT HAS CAUSED THE COUNTRY'S TWO DEMOCRATIC LABOR 
GROUPS, THE CTC AND THE UNION OF COLOMBIAN WORKERS (UTC), TO COME 
TOGETHER, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN YEARS, TO ISSUE A JOINT STATEMENT. 

THE STATEMENT WARNS OF LEFT AND RIGHT EXTREMISM AND CRITICIZES CO- 
LOMBIA'S LEADERS FOR THEIR LACK OF INTEREST IN THE FATE OF MERCA- 
DO. IN ADDITION, THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF PORT WORKERS HAS 
PLANNED A WORK STOPPAGE FOR FEBRUARY 27 IF MERCADO IS NOT FOUND 
SAFE AND SOUND BY THEN. 

4. BOGOTA PRESS ON FEBRUARY 25 REPORTED THAT THE ICFTU IN BRUS- 
SELS ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE CALLING ON PRESIDENT LOPEZ TO ORDER AN 
URGENT INVESTIGATION INTO THE MERCADO CASE AND BLAMING THE KIDNAP- 
PING ON RIGHTIST TERRORISTS. 
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